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Other methods of cohort analysis, however, are designed to be used mechanically,

that is, to be applied in exactly the same way regardless of what theory or side infor-
mation predicts about age, period, and cohort effects.

Perhaps the most notable of these methods was developed by Japanese statistician
T. Nakamura (1982, 1986) and introduced to American social scientists by Sasaki
and Suzuki (1987). The invariant simplifying assumption with this method is that suc-
cessive parameters change gradually. 7 [J [J [J Further elaboration is given by
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Sasaki and Suzuki (1989): [ [J 0 [0
Sasaki and Suzuki admit that the assumption that successive parameters change
gradually is not always correct, but they claim it usually is. And they clearly believe
that the method will always give correct estimates if the assumption is correct.
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0 O O O However, we must also be cautious in cohort analysis about the selection of
data to be analyzed because cohort data have inherent identification problems.[T]
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