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“Self-Study of English Mathematics” and “Exposition of
Terms used in Western Mathematics” by Kan-ichi HASHIZUME

—How HAsHIZUME selected Some of Mathematical Terms in these Books?—

Kiyosi YamaGcuTI

Faculty of International Studies of Culture, Kyushu Sangyo University

Abstract. Kan-ichi HAsHIZUME (1820-1874) published enlightening books in many field, including the
elementary mathematics, in early Meiji era. “Self-Study of English Mathematics” (1871) is a text book
of arithmetic, wherein Hashizume shows mathematical signs and 109 English-Japanese mathematical
terms. “Exposition of Terms used in Western Mathematics” (1872) is a Japanese-English mathemati-
cal dictionary with explanations easy to imderstand, wherein the author shows also some mathematical
signs.

The main purpose of this paper is to consider that from what kind of viewpoint Hashizume selected



i A .

the mathematical terms in the former book_? Katsuhiko YosHIDA pointed that the mathematical signs
in the supplement of “English and Japanese Dictionary” (1872) by Ikunosuke ARAI and the one in the
suppiement of “English and Japanesé Mathematical’D.ictionary” (1878) by Masakuni YAMADA came
from an unknown original text. We compare the mathematical 'signs and their English mathématical
terms in “Self-Study of English Mathematics” by K. Hashizume with the mathematical signs in the
supplement of the_ Dictionary by 1. Arai, and we see that the mathematical: signs and their English
mathematical terms of “Self-Study of English Mathematics” came also from the unknown original» text
refered above. i ' ‘ ’ '

Thus, we can guéss that K. Hashiiume selected about 35 mathematical terms from this original
Text. It seems that K. Hashizume selected also some mathematical signs and their mathematical terms

in “Exposition of Terms used in Western Mathematics” from the same original Text.



