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ABSTRACT

.What is the Organic Certification Rule Act by Japanese MAF
(Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry) in the renewed JAS (Japan
Agricultural Standard) ? How is the Organic Certification process
from the application to its taking by the organic farmer related to the
organization for the certification authorzeid by MAF ?

What kind of prbblem has been happened since its carring out on
10/June/2000 (enforcement of the penalty 1/April/2001, MAF guideline
efect will continue till 31/March/2001 as one of the double standards) ?

This data notebook shows the Organic Certification Rule bfficially
announced in The Japanese Government News Letter (‘Kanpo’) 20/
January/2000. The essence is as follows:

1. About organically grown produces certified by the organiZatiQn
authorized by Japanese MAF (Ministry of Agriculture and For-
estry), the vegitables’ seeds or young vegitables’ plant (egg plant
and so on) or grains (rice and so on) seeds should be planted in the
farm which has had no pesticide and chemi¢al fertilizer for 2 yers

and over. And the fruits should be harvested from the tree which



— 158 — PR amEE HF41E E3E

has had no pesticide and chemical fertilizer for 3 yers and over.
2. About the produces in the‘middle of the conversion (transforma-

tion from conventional produce to organically grown produce), 1

vear and over should have passed before the harvest of those

vegitables and grains as well as those fruits.
3. About wild natural produce (mashroom and so on), 3 year and
over should have passed before their harvest.

We hope this certified organic label on the produce will make sure
organically grown produce or not or differentiate the real organically
grown produces from the conventional one to protect the consumerism
(— a prosumerism [producer+consumer] Tofler A.) movement and
the consumers (— a prosume}rist). But we are afraid that the real
organically grown produces from overseas, China and USA etc. may
increase more and more. For the solution of this problem the most
prosumerists should have strong community linkage between them and
organic growers, and the Japanese government should practice the

agricultural policy to protect the Japanese organic growers against free

trade policy of WTO.
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